7Q                                      TO THE STUDENTS                                              ;

we deny ourselves the way of expensive education, seeing that
aspiration after higher education is a laudable end, we shall find
out a way of fulfilling it more in accord with our surround-
ings. The golden rule to apply in all such cases is resolutely to
refuse to have what millions cannot. This ability to refuse will
not descend upon us all of a sudden. The first thing is to cultivate
the mental attitude Jthat will not have possessions or facilities
denied to millions, and the next immediate thing is to re-
arrange our lives as fast as possible in accordance with that
mentality.

Without a large, very large, army of such self-sacrificing
and determined workers, real progress of the masses, I hold,
to be an impossibility. And without that progress, there is no
such thing as Swaraj. Progress towards Swaraj will be in exact
proportion to the increase in the number of workers who will
dare to sacrifice their all for the cause of the poor.

Young India, 24-6-1926
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"MAHATMAJI'S ORDER "
A teacher writes:
" There is a small group of boys of our school in.. .who have been
regularly sending 1,000 yards of self-spun yarn to the A.LS.A. for some
months, and they have been doing this little service merely on account
of intense love for you. If any one asks them the reason for their
spinning, they reply, * It is Mahatmaji's order. It has got to be obeyed,'
I think such mentality on the part of little boys is to be encouraged in
every way. Slave mentality is something quite different from the spirit
of herb-worship or implicit obedience. These boys are now anxious to
get some message from you in your own handwriting for their inspira-
tion. I am sure their request will be complied with/'
I do npt know whether the mentality betrayed by this letter
is hero-worship or blind worship. I can conceive occasions when
implicit obedience without waiting for reasoning out causes is
a necessity. It is essentially the quality of a soldier. And no
nation can make substantial progress without the possession of
that quality by a vast number of its people. But occasions for
such obedience are and must be rare in any well-ordered society.
The worst thing that can happen to boys in a school is to have